ASTUS 14]

Monohull pointing ability, multihull stability and skiff-
style planing are the claims made for the Astus 14.1
trimaran. Jeremy Evans takes the Astus for a ride to
discover what it does best...

stusboats build a range of small
trimarans in Brittany. Their largest
Astus 20.1is billed as the ‘ultimate
family boat’ with room for as many as
seven adults to enjoy sailing in the cockpit, plus a
small cabin with just about enough space for an
intimate couple to stay overnight. The Astus 16.1is
billed as the ‘ultimate dayboat’ for as many as five
adults, but unlike the 20.1 has skegs rather than a
centreboard to prevent leeway. Both these
trimarans have floats mounted on telescopic
beams for easy trailer-sailing, and are fitted with
multihull-style rigs, including a large furling

gennaker to ile on the power and give them speed.

The newest 14.1 is the baby of the group, which

was first launched in the autumn of last year, and
also aims to provide skiff-style sensations with
floats — like stabilisers — allowing a much easier
learning curve.

The Trailer Sailer Centre at Northney Marina on
Hayling Island is south coast agent for Ex Aqua
trimarans, so that's where | met up with Pascal
and Claire Guignabaudet who are importing the
Astus range into the UK. My first impression of the
Astus 14.1is that it's surprisingly petite for a 14ft
boat. The main hull is only 1.10 metres (3ft 7in)
wide at the maximum point, but the beam extends
to 2.5m with its floats, each providing 80 litres of
buoyancy. The curved aluminium beams have a
simple pin system, so it only takes a few seconds

>

YACHTS AND YACHTING 37



Right Powering along
nicely with its 6.5sq m
gennaker. However, with
no traveller the boom-
less mainsail can get
quite full and de-
powering could be a
problem in stronger
winds.

Right With only 80 litres
of buoyancy, the leeward
floats will dig in when
hard pressed.
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to connect or disconnect each float, which can be
stored inside the cockpit. However only long-term
use would show how this connection stands up to
the rigours of salt, sand and flexing when the boat
is powered up.

Removing the floats is really useful — not only
can the Astus fit in a Topper-sized space in a
dinghy park but, like the Topper, it can also be
carried on car roof-rack with the sleeved mast
split into two and all the bits stowed inside the
cockpit. Alternatively, you can carry the Astus 14.1
on a standard combination trailer, with the option
of being able to tow this mini trimaran with both
its floats connected.

Rigging and launching

A catamaran can be cumbersome to pull around
on a trolley, but the Astus 14.1 feels much more
like a dinghy for launching or landing. The only
downside is that with no side support you may get
problems with the Astus rocking around on its

trolley in a stiff breeze, when a second pair of
hands would certainly be useful to hang onto a
float. Whilst the cockpit floor has a honeycomb
sandwich construction, the hull and deck are
constructed in straight glass reinforced polyester,
hence the Astus tri weighs about 80kgs — about
one-third heavier than a similar length, similarly
built Laser, taking into account the extra weight of
the floats — though it's still an easy boat for one
person to push or pull around.

Rigging is very straightforward and can easily
be done singlehanded. The two-part mast drops
into a slot in the foredeck like a Laser, but unlike a
Laser there's a furling jib which provides a
forestay, as well as shrouds led down to the
beams. Both these shrouds have adjustable
downhauls, though you would be hard pressed to
tweak shroud tension with the rig powered up.
Pascal explained that the shrouds really just
provide back-up stability by acting as runners for
the rig, with downhauls making it easy to pull
down tension on dry land.

The fully battened mainsail, furling jib and
furling gennaker (an optional but highly desirable
extra) all have straightforward halyard hoists -
just pull ‘em up, pull ‘em tight and cleat ‘em off.
On some beach cats it can be a real grunt job to
hoist the mainsail, due to Iuff curve trying to find
its way up a straight mast. No problem on the
Astus - hoisting and dropping the mainsail was a
doddle, and with no boom and the simplest
possible mainsheet system you could probably get
the whole boat from roof rack (or trailer) to water
in less than 20 minutes.

On the water

The Astus 14.1 certainly looks unusual on the
water, powering along with its stylish scarlet
gennaker. It slipped along very nicely in a light
Force 2-3 breeze. In that amount of breeze, | found
it very easy and forgiving, endorsing Ex Aqua's
claim that: ‘Beginners will enjoy a boat capable of
picking up speed in light winds whilst being stable
and easy to control.’ The cockpit has loads of
space for one medium-sized adult, with enough









